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MESSAGE FROM THE TEAM LEADER

IN THIS ISSUE

I am pleased to share with you the updates of the Humqadam-School Construction and Rehabilitation
Programme (SCRP) for the quarter that ended on 31 December, 2017.
This ﬁrst issue of the newsletter, Humqadam-Humlog (Urdu), is an opportune moment to take a look at
some of the exciting moments, feats and successes as we ring in the third successful year of HumqadamSCRP.The programme continued to deliver on its mandate to provide safe, secure and improved learning
environment to school children in 25 districts across Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) and Punjab provinces of
Pakistan through upgrading and improving school infrastructure facilities.As of December 2017, a total of
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Feature Story:
High Proﬁle Event ...

2,056 Schools were adopted by Humqadam-SCRP; 330 completed in Punjab and 175 in KP, along with
4,557 total classrooms awarded across both provinces.
This coming year we will experience a large scale up of
construction with the number of sites increasing very fast.
Maintaining the required quality of construction will become an
even bigger challenge that I am sure with our combined efforts
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Programme Updates...

we will successfully realise.This will require the professionalism
and dedication of all staff working together and helping each
other as and where required.
Punctuating this quarter was the visit by The UK Minister of Asia and the Paciﬁc, Mark Field, to celebrate
the completion of Government Girls Higher Secondary School Shahbaz Garhi in District Mardan in KP
province by Humqadam-SCRP. He is the ﬁrst British Minister to visit KP province in over a decade. His
visit is a testament to UK Government's commitment to continue working for development in Pakistan.
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Highlights...

Humqadam is continuing to make meaningful strides towards educational outcomes of Pakistan by
leaving a blue print of infrastructure, which we hope will be taken up as a norm.We are fortunate to have a
team of highly ambitious, motivated and most of all, passionate people who are working earnestly to keep
the ball rolling.
Humqadam-SCRP is managed by IMC worldwide and is a working under the larger umbrella of Punjab
Education Sector Plan (PESPII) and Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Education Sector Plan (KESP), which is a
collaborative effort of UK's Department of International Development (DFID), Australian Government
(contributing in KP province only) and the provincial governments of Punjab and KP.
Your comments and suggestions are always welcome.

Herman Bergsma
Team Leader, Humqadam-SCRP

04
In Their Words:
Success Story...

FEATURE STORY

The Right Honourable Mark Field, MP, delivering the opening speech at the Inaugural of GGHSS Shahbaz Garhi

THE CONTINUED SUPPORT BY THE UK GOVERNMENT AND THE AUSTRALIAN
GOVERNMENT IS FOSTERING SAFE, SECURE, AND INCLUSIVE LEARNING
CULTURE FOR GIRLS IN KHYBER PAKHTUNKHWA PROVINCE
On Thursday 9 November 2017, the Right
Honourable Mark Field MP, UK Minister for
Asia and the Paciﬁc, inaugurated the school
construction programme at Government
Girls' Higher Secondary School Shahbaz
Garhi (GGHSS), District Mardan, KP. The
school received 14 new classrooms, 11 new
toilets, three science labs, a computer lab,
and an exam hall.
Mr. Field was accompanied by Ms. Joanna
Reid, Head of DFID Pakistan, Ms. Emma
Leahey, Acting Deputy Head of the
Australian High Commission, and Mr. Atif
Khan, Education Minister KP. The guests
were welcomed with enthusiasm and energy
by students and teachers at the school. Mr.
Isfundiar Kasuri, Deputy Team Leader
Humqadam SCRP, briefed the chief guests
on Humqadam-SCRP portfolio as they
walked to the school new academic block.
The MP was led to a well-lit newly built
classroom where young girls were taking a
science lesson.
Mr Field then toured the rehabilitated
block where he interacted with the Better
E n v i ro n m e n t S c h o o l Te a m ( B E S T
members) – a Humqadam supported
WASH initiative - at GGHSS Shahbaz
Garhi. Surprising students with his preknowledge of BEST, the Chief Guest
quizzed the BEST members with a volley of
questions, which they answered with
vigour. Inspired with the idea of BEST, the
MP was offered an honorary BEST
membership, on accepting this he took the
oath and was presented BEST member kit.
The Chief Guest also visited the
Computer and Physics labs and watched
young students performing science
experiments.
The MP formally inaugurated GGHSS
Shahbaz Gahri by cutting the ribbon and
unveiling the plaque. The occasion
underscored the importance of girls'
education, while signaling to the young
students the value of education.
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“It was a real pleasure to see the work that
the UK is doing to improve the lives of
people across KP. In particular, I was inspired
by the commitment and energy of the

cooperation between our two countries.”
said the Right Honourable MP in his opening
speech, as he reiterated the importance of
education.”
Echoing similar opinions, the Education
Minister KP, Atif Khan, appreciated the
continued support by the UK government,
Australian government, and IMC worldwide
through Humqadam SCRP to provide
improved school infrastructure across the
province in an effort to foster safe, secure
and inclusive learning culture.

teachers and students at the Girl's
Secondary School, and I am proud of the
work the UK has done to improve their
school, and schools like it across the region.”

The Rt Hon Mark Field unveiling the plaque as he ofﬁcially inaugurated the school.

“While we are celebrating 70 years of UKPakistani relations, our special relationship is
not just built on the legacy of our historic
relations, but on the practical everyday

PROGRAMME UPDATES

(The above table showcase overall programme update from Punjab and KP provinces as of 31 December 2017)

GENDER SPLIT FACILITIES PROVIDED IN PUNJAB SCHOOLS UP TO 31 DECEMBER 2017

ONGOING GENDER SPLIT OF REGULAR SCHOOLS' FACILITIES PROVIDED IN
UP TO 31 DECEMBER 2017

GENDER SPLIT OF FACILITIES IN
UP TO 31 DECEMBER 2017

KP

KP HIGHER SECONDARY SCHOOL (HSS)
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HIGHLIGHTS
Induction Orientation Session

(SC), Parents Teachers Council (PTCs),
Community Committee for School
Infrastructure (CCSI) members and Teachers
of respective districts.
NUST Islamabad
on 6 November 2017

Internship Programme 2018
The 6th Induction Orientation Session by
Humqadam School Construction and
Rehabilitation welcomed 34 new employees,
including engineers, community development
specialists, operations and ﬁnance ofﬁcers.
Spanning over four days, from 11-14
December 2017, Humqadam-SCRP sees the
induction process as the ﬁrst step of ofﬁcially
welcoming the new employees and
introducing them to the organisation's
expectations and culture.

Community Review Meetings
During October-December 2017 quarter, a
total of 89 Community Review Meetings
(CRMs) including ﬁrst and second phase
meetings were held in eight districts across
KP and Punjab provinces of Pakistan. These
meetings were attended by Assistant
Education Ofﬁcer (AEO), School Council

Humqadam-SCRP Internship Programme
was ofﬁcially launched to reach out to civil
engineering, architecture and structural
engineering graduates from reputed Pakistani
universities. A comprehensive digital media
campaign was launched on Facebook, Twitter,
and the website to reach out to the students
and pique their interest. Two outreach
sessions were held at National University of
Sciences and Tehcnology (NUST) Islamabad
on 6 November 2017, and University of
Engineering and Technology (UET) Lahore on
21 November 2017 with a turnout of over
150 and 200 students respectively.

UET Lahore on
21 November 2017

Steering Committee Meeting in KP

Two Steering Committee meetings were held on 3 October 2017 and 29 November 2017 in KP

to discuss the general progress of the overarching Khyber Pakhtunkhwa Education Sector Plan
(KESP) and Humqadam-SCRP. The meetings brought together representatives from government
ofﬁcials from the Elementary and Secondary Education Department, KP, UK's Department of
International Development (DFID), and Humqadam-SCRP ofﬁcials.

IN THEIR OWN WORDS
With Slight Modiﬁcation in Infrastructure, Schools are being made Inclusive and Accessible for Mobility impaired
school going children of KP and Punjab Provinces
UK aid and the Australian Government* through the Humqadam-SCRP are re-writing a positive narrative on education with inclusive and
more accessible structures in government schools for young boys and girls in Punjab and KP province, Pakistan. Humqadam- SCRP is
facilitating young girls and boys with mobility impairment to attend school by providing wheel chair accessible ramps and toilet cubicles.

I do not want my disability to be an inhibitor in getting
“Regardless of my disability,
I made it to high school
with support of my family
and friends. I couldn't move
to the classroom on my
own. Sometimes, I was
embarrassed to go the
toilet as I had to request
someone to support me
there. I was considering

education, which is how I felt when coming to the
school. I used to always rely on my school fellows for
assistance at the school premises and using the toilet. I
used to often wonder if I would ever feel accepted at
all. It is very liberating to know that I can easily navigate
through the school now in the new building. It is a big
step towards girls' education, particularly ones like
myself,”
Misbah –a student of grade 5 at Government Girls Elementary School
Muradabad Janubi, District Muzzafargarh, Punjab province

quitting studies as I was
dependent on others; I felt that I was a burden on my school mates.The
new building is so good, I can move to my classroom without anyone's

Humqadam SCRP is funded by United Kingdom’s Department of International Development (DFID)
and Australian Government* (in KP province only), and is being managed by IMC Worldwide Ltd.

support, even the toilet is in my access. I am thankful to Humqadam for

For Feedback and Suggestions

considering my needs”

Humqadam School Construction and Rehabilitation Programme

Rooh Ul Amin– a student of grade 7 at Government Higher

11th Floor, Ufone Tower, Islamabad, Pakistan

Secondary School Musa Zai, Peshawar District, KP province
* Australian Government is signiﬁcantly contributing through the Humqadam-SCRP in KP Province only.
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